[249 ord:]
The painter's patterns: Classicist embroidery in the service of a war on fashion.

The painter Sigurdur Gudmundsson was, for nearly twenty years, a transformative figure in the
development of Icelandic women’s national dress before he passed away in 1874. His influence,
firmly established following his death, continues into the present day. During a time when
Icelandic nationalists were disheartened by their culture fading among the rising bourgeoisie in
Reykjavik, Sigurdur strategically employed the skills, research, and knowledge he had gained as
an art student at the Royal Academy in Copenhagen to resist Danish influences. By considering
his trajectory as an art student, artist, and culture-creator, we see how this classically-trained
artist, increasingly resentful and radicalized on return to Iceland, used the talents, research, and
knowledge gained in Copenhagen to embed a revolutionary statement against Danish culture
and power into Icelandic women’s dress. Although generally celebrated as the creator of two
full costumes, his work can mainly be seen in the conceptualizing of the design elements
involved, primarily the headdresses and the embroidery patterns. We see how the choices he
made and the designs he created were a deliberate and precise attempt to circumvent history
and invent a tradition that would simulate an historical connection to times and places well-
beyond the reality of the Icelandic nation’s past. Through his own writings and those of his
colleagues and friends, we will see how Sigurdur’s visual vocabulary of embroidery designs
(along with the headdresses) was made into direct statements in a political fashion-war waged
against Danish influences on local dress and Icelandic culture in general.

[238 ord:]

Utsaumsmynstur malarans: Klassikismi i bagu tiskustrids.

Sigurdur Gudmundsson malari hafdi umbyltandi ahrif a gerd og préun islenskra kvenbuninga a
artugunum tveimur 48ur en hann lést 1874. Ahrifin voru stadfest ad fullu eftir ad hann dé og
gera vart vid sig enn i dag. begar islenskir pjédernissinnar horfdu sarir a islenska menningu vikja
fyrir danskri medal vaxandi borgarastéttar i Reykavik, beitti Sigudurdur peim hafileikum,
rannséknum og pekkingu sem hann hafdi 6dlast i Konunglegu Listaakademiunni i
Kaupmannahofn til ad spyrna vid donskum ahrifum. Sja ma, med hlidsjon af ferli hans sem
listnema, myndlistarmanns, og storfum hans vid menningarskdpun, hvernig pessi klassiskt-
menntadi listamadur fylltist gremju og byltingarmédi vid endurkomuna til islands. Eins hvernig
hann svo sneri hafileikum sinum, rannséknum, og peirri pekkingu sem hann hafdi 6dlast i
Kaupmannahofn, ad pvi ad gera islenska kvenbuninga ad takni sem var snuid gegn donskum
menningarahrifum og valdi. p6 Sigurdur sé oft nefndur honnudur skautbuningsins og kyrtilsins,
ba ma helst sja ahrif hans i skilgreiningum og vali 4 tveimur pattum buninganna:
Hofudbunadinum og Utsaumsmynstrunum. Vid sjaum hvernig skilgreiningar hans og honnun
voru markvissar og nakveemar tilraunir til ad snidganga séguna og finna upp hefdir sem myndi
likja eftir sogulegum og landfraedilegum tengslum vel fyrir utan stadfesta ségu islensku
pbjodarinnar. Med pvi ad lita i skrif hans, sem og kunningja og samstarfsfélks, munum vid sja
hvernig myndmal Sigurdar i Utsaumsmynstrum hans og hofudbunadi var hugsad til ad vera vopn



i pélitisku tiskustridi gegn dénskum ahrifum & klaedavenjur islendinga og islenskri menningu
yfirleitt.
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